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More research and data are critically needed to identify the policies and practices that 
best protect victims, stop the cycle of crime and help victims recover.  While there are 
gaps in the available data, there are some key findings from surveys, research and 
information that document, who is at the biggest risk of being a victim, and how little 
help victims receive.    

Crime has a devastating impact.   

● More than 3 million people were victims of violent crime in one year.1 
● Seventy-three percent of victims of a violent crime have been repeatedly victimized.2 
● Seventy-eight percent of survivors said their life had been affected by the crime.3  
● Half of crime victims will suffer post-traumatic stress without treatment.4 
● Seventy-eight percent of survivors said their life had been affected by the crime.5  
● Violent crime costs the economy $400 billion a year.6 

 
Underserved crime survivors are more like to be victims and feel less safe. 

● A four-decade review showed that Blacks are at greater risk of serious violence by 
roughly 1.5–2 times that of whites, while the risk for Latinos is roughly 1.2–1.5 times 
greater than that of whites.7 

● People who report multiple race backgrounds are about 4.1 times more at risk of serious 
violence.8  

● Black males under 35 in urban households earning under $25,000 have the highest risk 
of serious violent victimization.9  

● Black and Latino people are less likely than white people to feel very safe (38 percent 
and 40 percent, respectively, compared to 50 percent).10 

● Young people are a third more likely to be a victim of violent crime.11  
● People who have the lowest incomes are twice as likely to be a victim of a violent 

crime.12 
● People who are disabled are twice as likely to be victims of crime than people who are 

not disabled.13 
● One in eight (13 percent) transgendered adults reported being physically attacked in the 

previous year.14 
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How little help is available?   

● Fewer than 1 in 3 survivors received help during their recovery, such as financial, 
medical, mental health, or civil legal assistance.15  

● More than half of victims never report the crime to law enforcement—a critical part of 
whether the survivor can access aid.16  

● One in 100 robbery victims received compensation in the last year.17 
● About 90 percent of victims of violent crime do not receive any direct assistance from a 

victim service agency.18 
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